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Changes aplenty for Badgers

After their narrow failure to secure a top two finish last time out Bugbrooke have had a summer of change with both manager Lee Herbert and assistant Barry Mead leaving Birds Close. Promotion winning reserve team manager Paul Field has now taken charge of the seniors after looking set to move on himself to take the reserve reins at Cogenhoe.

Field will be assisted by player Pete Smith with Steve Rowe taking up a coaching role with the Badgers. Graham Derby will run the reserves assisted by Dan Ainsworth.

Bugbrooke’s squad from last season has broken up but Field will give chances to several of his former reserve team regulars after their spectacular success in Reserve Division Two last term.

Joining the Badgers are Northampton Spencer duo, full back Ryan Nash and forward George Hunt, Sileby full back Luke Bromley plus a number of former Daventry United men with defender Paul Beevor, wide man Will Briscoe and midfielders  Ryan Waldock, Ben Collins and Jamie Jollands all arriving at Birds Close.

Pre-season results: 27/7 – Harpole (H) D 1-1; 31/7 – Blisworth (H) W 5-0; 2/8 – Potterspury (H) L 0-2; 4/8 – Wollaton (H) W 8-1.

Whitworth go for stability

Whitworth have had a quiet summer with almost all of the squad which finished 2011-12 with a lengthy unbeaten run remaining at the Victoria Mill Ground.

One notable departure is top scorer Jake Newman, but the squad has a more solid look all round after the arrivals of central defenders David Coales (Raunds) and Matt Harris (Thrapston), ex-Irchester wide man Stefan Morris, speedy Wellingborough front man Ben Johnson and returning striker Ben Holley from Wollaston.

A change at the reserve team helm has seen James Daldy step up from assistant to take the reins.

Pre-season results: 21/7 – Stanwick (A) W 2-1; 24/7 – New Bradwell (A) W 3-0; 28/7 – Cogenhoe (H) L 0-2; 31/7 – Irchester (H) W 4-1; 3/8 – Huntingdon (A) W 2-1.
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Same again Lankies

Rushden & Higham have had one of the quietest of summers with little summer activity to report from Hayden Road.

Most notable addition to manager Aidy Mann’s largely stable playing staff is left back Aaron Campion who joins the Lankies from Thrapston.

A lack of firepower has been evident in Rushden & Higham’s pre season programme with four successive blanks drawn in front of goal.

Pre-season results: 24/7 – Kettering Nomads (A) D 2-2; 25/7 – Irchester (H) D 0-0; 28/7 – Crawley Green (A) L 0-4; 3/8 – Desborough (A) L 0-6; 7/8 – Wellingborough (H) L 0-2.
Promising pre-season for Eynesbury

Eynesbury have had a promising pre-season run of matches achieving wins over step 4 clubs Holbeach and Biggleswade United and holding St Neots, three levels above them, to a 3-3 draw at the Hunts Post Communications Stadium.

The summer’s main change came off the field with the departure of Paul Dodson from the management team and the arrival of Martin Field from Biggleswade Town to work alongside Matt Plumb as co-manager.

On the field Rovers’ signings of note include wide man Jack Weeden, who scored a hatful of goals in AFC Kempston’s 2011-12 promotion campaign. He spent last season with Bedford FC. Midfielders James Freshwater and Nathan Field have arrived from Biggleswade Town while ex-St Neots and Ely forward Nick Finney has joined from Cambs League outfit Hardwick.

Pre-season results: 14/7 – Holbeach (H) W 3-2; 24/7 – AFC Kempston (H) L 0-5; 31/7 – St Neots (A) D 3-3; 4/8 – Biggleswade United (A) W 2-1.

New faces galore for Olney

Olney manager Neil Griffiths has had a busy summer of recruitment ahead of the new campaign, bringing new faces from league rivals and beyond.

Joining from other UCL clubs are Buckingham forward James Wardell and Wootton attacking pair Shaun Winconek and Marc Umney, along with AFC Kempston defender Lewis Strafford. Recruited from Spartan South Midlands football are New Bradwell midfielder Sean Bossman-Aggrey, Ampthill forward Ed Wheatley who will also be part of the East Street coaching staff, and Cranfield pair, midfielders Maxwell Dunwell and Jack Leadbetter.

Micky Stanton has joined the reserve backroom staff as a coach.

Pre-season results: 21/7 – Buckingham Athletic (A) D 2-2; 24/7 – Stewarts & Lloyds (H) W 1-0; 28/7 – Holmer Green (H) D 1-1; 31/7 – Wellingborough (H) L 1-3; 4/8 – Oakley Sports (H) W 6-0; 11/8 – Roade (A) W 5-1.
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Few changes at Corinthians

It has been a quiet summer at Sergeant’s Lawn, although Matt Clarke is running the senior side solo this year after Jason Thurland stepped down as co-boss. Matthew Brown has arrived from Wellingborough to assist the new manager while the reserve side will be managed by Gary Nicholl assisted by ex-player Lee Ainsworth.

On the pitch it’s a case of as you were for the Corinths squad although Burton Park pair, midfielder Lee Deacon and defender Tom Judge have been added to the playing strength along with young midfield prospect Jake Bindley from Aztec.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Irchester (A) W 3-0; 21/7 – Langford (H) L 0-2; 28/7 – Blaby & Whetstone (H) W 2-1; 2/8 – Oakham (D) 2-2.

Sprinkling of signings for Burton

Burton Park have had a relatively quiet build up to the new season although former co-manager Scott Goodwin has raided the Latimer Park club to tempt some players to try their hand in the Premier with Long Buckby.

Wanderers boss Kevin Fox has added three new faces to his squad, bringing in former Thrapston pair, defender Antony Mottola and midfielder Carlos Lewis, while snapping up former Rothwell Town defender Mick Tolton.

An addition to the backroom staff is ex-Thrapston reserve boss Dom Berardi who has been appointed first team coach at Latimer Park.

The summer’s big item of off field news is recognition for Burton groundsman Graham Coles, who was named runner-up in the FA’s Groundsman of the Year awards for clubs at steps 5 to 7.

Pre-season results: 7/7 – Kirby Muxloe (H) D 2-2; 17/7 – Long Buckby (H) L 2-3; 24/7 – Wellingborough (H) L 0-2; 28/7 – Quorn XI (H) D 5-5; 31/7 – Stewarts & Lloyds (H) W 2-1; 2/8 – Stanwick (A) W 3-0; 16/8 – Kettering Nomads (A) W 5-1.
New look for Wootton

Wootton will kick off the new season under the management of Charlie Standish, at 22 years old, one of the youngest managers in the league’s history! Midfielder Standish is one of few players remaining from last season’s squad but plans to concentrate on dugout duties in the season ahead.

Assisting the new manager will be Chris Cook, a defender recruited from Turvey. Other new recruits are defender Liam Parker and midfielders Courtney Boughton and Sean McFarland from Eastcotts, Cranfield defender Danny Wilkinson, Turvey back four man Adam Boughton, Ampthill midfield man Serge Kadji, Barton midfielder Scott Sinclair and Bedford SA front man Ashley Mead. Ex-Bletchley forward Grant Williams and one time Bedford Town midfielder Chris Winton are among the more experienced arrivals while goalkeeper Chris Woodward joins from university football.

Pre-season results: 10/7 – Marston (A) W 2-1; 21/7 – Crawley Green XI (A) W 3-2; 26/7 – Bedford Hatters (H) D 1-1; 2/8 – Codicote (H) D 2-2; 7/8 – AFC Kempston (H) L 1-3; 11/8 – Harborough (H) L 1-3.
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Robins to play at Manor Fields

Buckingham have been granted permission to play their home matches at Manor Fields Bletchley this season subject to completing a programme of ground improvements required by the league. The Robins spent last term at the Winslow Centre after being thrown out of their long standing Ford Meadow home.

On the field the Robins have appointed Stony Stratford manager Steve Orchard as their new boss, replacing Kit Bamber who left Buckingham at the end of the season. Orchard has previous UCL managerial experience with Whitworth.

Additions to the Buckingham squad are former Stony Stratford men goalkeeper Anthony O’Neill and full backs Jelani Blair and Ryan Howell, ex-Bletchley pair, wide man Graham Anderson and striker Danny Simpson, defender Paul Nevin from Great Linford and ex-MK Celtic striker Dean Bland. 

The Robins rounded off pre season with success in the Jamie Victory Cup, beating Banbury 3-2 with goals from Chris Robson, Nick Bines and Joel McCormick.

Pre-season results: 14/7 – Old Bradwell (H) W 2-1; 21/7 – Deanshanger (A) W 3-2; 24/7 – Syresham (A) D 1-1; 28/7 – AFC Kempston Reserves (H) L 0-1;; 2/8 – Woughton (H) L 3-4; 4/8 – New Bradwell (H) L 1-2; 9/8 – Heyford (H) W 3-0;  11/8 – Banbury (H) W 3-2 (Jamie Victory Cup); 15/8 – Loughton (A) W 5-2.

Colwell takes Chenecks reserve reins

It has been a quiet close season for ON Chenecks although the Billing Road club have had a change at the reserve team helm with Ian Colwell taking over from Des McGrath.

Player recruitment has seen a number of Sileby players move to Billing Road with Latvian goalkeeper Janis Lauskinieks, defenders Tim Clack and Ian Giles, midfielders Callum Leslie-Draper and Adeyinka Ojo and forward Justin McKenzie signing. Another new man is former Northampton Harlequins defender Ashley Fleming while Harpole centre half Jez Hindle is another recruit.

Pre-season results: 10/7 – Brixworth (A) D 1-1; 21/7 – MK City Colts (A) W 5-2; 24/7 – Harpole (A) L 0-3; 7/8 – Cogenhoe Reserves (A) L 1-2; 11/8 – Milton (A) D 1-1

Doughboys flock to Raunds

Raunds have been the major beneficiaries of the demise of the Wellingborough Town second string, with former Doughboys reserve boss Jamie Chatfield taking up a similar post with the Shopmates, assisted by his right hand man with the Doughboys Jon Lucas.

A number of former Wellingborough players have also signed for Raunds including goalkeeper Stuart Plows, defenders Charlie Bardell and Ashley Hunt and midfielders Jamie O’Keefe and Guy Chatfield.

Other Shopmates recruits are midfielder Ricky Chambers, defender Gavin Fitzgerald and front runner Alex Wills from Ringstead, Thrapston duo, goalkeeper Dan Waters and defender Jim Le Masurier and midfielder Lloyd Buchan and striker Josh Kamau, returning from Bourne.

Star captures are two of last season’s Long Buckby title winning team, defender Stuart Smeathers and midfielder Josh Davis.

Pre-season results: 20/7 – Irchester (H) W 3-1; 24/7 – St Ives (H) L 1-4; 28/7 - Wolverton (A) W 1-0; 31/7 – Cogenhoe (A) L 0-2; 4/8 – Cogenhoe Reserves (A) W 2-1.
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Change in Wakes backroom team

Assistant manager Phil Jarman was a pre-season departure from the Bourne backroom staff after two years working as Darren Munton’s right hand man. He is replaced in the management team by Steve Elger.

The Wakes have set up an agreement with Northern Premier League neighbours Stamford AFC which will see Bourne have access to the Daniels’ under 18 players in the season ahead.

Bourne have added a handful of new faces to their squad over the summer with goalkeeper Alex Brown joining from Holwell Sports, midfielder Tom Caldicott arriving from Oakham and forwards Rhys Ford and Mike Feely signing from Stamford Belvedere and Cottesmore respectively.

One departure from the Bourne squad is England futsal international Jason Kilbride who has moved to London.

Pre-season results: 17/7 – Stamford (H) L 3-5 (Wilf Notley Memorial Cup); 21/7 – Hykeham (H) D 3-3; 28/7 – Peterborough Northern Star (H) D 2-2; 30/7 – Peterborough Sports (H) L 1-6; 1/8 – Blackstones (A) L 1-2; 4/8 – Heckington (H) W 2-0; 7/8 – Whittlesey (H) L 1-3; 11/8 – Cottesmore (A) W 1-0; 14/8 – Boston United XI (H) W 6-0.

Stocks and Njotsa join Potton management team

Potton have added Nicky Stocks to their management team, He will assist Darren Staniforth, replacing Glen Clark who stepped down as co-manager at the end of last season. Stocks has previously managed Wellingborough Saxons. Also joining the Royals’ management team is coach Mark Njotsa who is well known locally for a long playing career in UCL football.

Royals signings from other UCL clubs are former Wellingborough goalkeeper Adrian Langley, Irchester midfield man John Bowden, Rushden & Higham forward Ross Toner and ex-Wootton midfield duo Chris Reeves and Steve Muggridge. 

Other Potton captures are midfielder Josh Stacey from the Bedford Town youth set up and strikers Alex Taylor from Bedford FC and Gary Ansell-Carter from Shefford & Campton.

Also linking up with the Royals are former Peterborough United youngster Nathan Macrow and Luke Redhead from Barton Rovers. 

Pre-season results: 21/7 – Blackstones (A) L 0-4; 24/7 – Foxton (H) L 0-4; 28/7 – Norwich United (A) L 0-4; 31/7 – Stotfold (H) L 0-6; 4/8 – Peterborough Northern Star (A) L 0-5; 7/8 – Biggleswade United (A) D 2-2; 11/8 – Caldecote (A) W 5-1.  

CHROMASPORT & TROPHIES UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE

NEWSLETTER NO. 268
AUGUST 2012
PAGE 6

Sileby assemble formidable squad

After applying for re-election last season Sileby look set to feature at the other end of the table this time round. 

The Fernie Fields club have had a huge turnover in personnel during the close season, with long serving manager Gary Petts being axed and last season’s League Manager of the Year Glenn Botterill replacing him at the helm. Completing the Rangers management team are Botterill’s former assistant and coach at Long Buckby, Matt Green and Tim Wooding, and ex-Thrapston boss James Alger who joins Sileby as goalkeeping coach.

On the field too it has been all change. Goalkeeper Darren Watts, defenders Mark Hewitt and David Glass and midfielder Tom O’Brien all helped Long Buckby to Premier Division success last season. Other recruits from Premier Division football are Wellingborough full back Danny Marlow and midfielders Phil Cassidy and Wayne Richardson, Stewarts & Lloyds trio, midfielders Mark Forbes and Michael Keall and front man Shaun Goodall and Thrapston midfield prospect Michael Cirelli.

Young goalkeeper Jak Riley arrives from Northampton Town while front running recruits are veteran campaigner Kevin Slinn who has been tempted into a comeback, and Jake Newman whose impressive goal tally for Whitworth last term left him in second place in the Division One scorecharts. Another attacking signing is Ashley Bradshaw from Bugbrooke.

Eve of season additions were ex-Daventry United defender or midfielder Jon Crockett and Nathan Haines from Bedworth.

Pre-season results: 17/7 – MK City Colts (A) W 6-0; 21/7 – Ampthill (A) W 4-1; 28/7 – Wisbech (A) D 1-1; 2/8 – Winslow (A) W 6-0; 4/8 – Northampton Town XI (A) D 3-3; 7/8 – Stony Stratford (A) W 5-1; 11/8 – Royal Anglian Regiment (A) W 12-1; 14/8 – Daventry (A) L 1-5.

Stone in Spencer revamp

After opting to take voluntary demotion from the Premier Division, Northampton Spencer have undergone major personnel changes over the summer.

Former Sileby and Cogenhoe reserve team manager Ben Stone embarks on his first senior managerial job and with most of the Millers’ squad of last term moving on he has put together a new look Spencer side.

Goalkeeper Stuart Lutter, defenders Lee Unwin, Curtis Avery and Darren Jones, midfielders Ryan Dove, Jake Stone, Luke Stone and Matt Long and front runners Jack Bartley, Liam Tuck and Ashley Simpson have all followed Stone from Compton Park.

Also linking up with Spencer are ON Chenecks full back George Clarke and Sileby pair, defender James Murray and midfielder Shaun Daly.

Included in a new look Millers management team are assistant John Stone and first team coach Tom Chapman, supported by Roy Long and Matty Vernon.

Pre-season results: 28/7 – Buckingham Athletic (A) D 1-1; 31/7 – Cranfield (A) W 2-0; 4/8 – Stotfold (H) W 3-1; 7/8 – Langford (H) W 2-1.
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All change at Thrapston

Thrapston will have one of the league’s most changed squads for the new season, to the extent that in their 18 man squad for the FA Cup Extra Preliminary Round tie with Cogenhoe, only substitute keeper Sam Cobley played his football at Chancery Lane last term!

New manager Ian Walker as brought in a whole host of new faces in a bid to make the club a force back in Division One. Providing a thread of experience are Stewarts & Lloyds defender Danny Pownall and ex-Desborough trio, defender James Cheatham and midfield pair Jamie Gilsenan and Callum Noble, but otherwise the new faces are mostly youngsters.

Goalkeeper James Burrows, full back Aiden Bradshaw and midfielders Dave Goodman and Freddie Ayears all join from Kettering Town’s youth set up, wide man Ben Sunderland and forward Jake Thompson were second string players at Stewarts & Lloyds, Oak Mapson was part of the successful Corby Town youth side last season while attacking captures are Jordan Cross from Stewarts & Lloyds, Ryan Gormley from Peterborough Northern Star and Luke Cummins from Raunds.

Town’s backroom team will include assistants Paul Leneghan and Chris Bradshaw and physio Rob Earley while the club also has a new reserve manager in former assistant Glenn Simons, who will be assisted by John Shanks and Simon Tate.

Pre-season results: 10/7 – Whittlesey Blue Star (H) W 3-1; 21/7 – Kettering Nomads (H) W 7-3; 24/7 – Ringstead (H) W 3-1; 28/7 – Irchester (H) W 2-0; 4/8 – Wellingborough (A) L 0-3.    
Oadby look forward to new challenge

Looking forward to their first season in Division One are Oadby who have switched from the East Midlands Counties League. They finished third in that competition last time out narrowly missing promotion to step 4.

The Poachers have strengthened their management team by bringing in St Andrews manager Clem Dublin to work alongside existing boss Lee Harriman as co-manager.

Dublin’s influence has been seen in a number of signings from St Andrews with defenders Nick Brett and Danny Hodgkinson, midfielders Che Adams, Ross Trevor and Elliott Wright and front man Kris Stevenson also making the move from Canal Street. 

Other new recruits at Greene King Park are left back Joe Cobb from Daventry Town and a youngster from the pro game, Oliver Brown-Hill from Derby County. Another new man sure to be a major influence is defender Ashley Brown who skippered Coalville in the Northern Premier League last term.

Pre-season results: 14/7 – Ellistown (H) D 2-2; 17/7 – Harborough (A) W 3-2; 21/7 – Desborough (H) L 1-4; 24/7 – Quorn (A) L 1-2; 28/7 – Ampthill (A) D 3-3; 31/7 – Blaby & Whetstone (H) D 2-2, W4p1 (Battle of Britain Cup); 7/8 – Shepshed (H) W 3-1.
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Diamonds assemble powerful squad

AFC Rushden & Diamonds have put together a powerful squad for their first venture into senior football.

The club was formed in the summer of 2011 by supporters of the former Rushden & Diamonds club which had folded while in membership of the Blue Square Conference. The new club competed in the Northants Senior Youth League last term and successfully applied to the Football Association to join the National League System for the current campaign.

The inaugural campaign was spent ground sharing at Raunds but the return to senior football sees AFC ground sharing at Wellingborough’s Dog & Duck home.

Mark Starmer guided the AFC youngsters through their first season and he will now take charge of the senior side. Joining his management team are Andy Peaks, a long standing player in the early days of the original Rushden & Diamonds club, and more recently manager of Northampton Spencer. He will be second in command with his former right hand man at Kingsthorpe Mill Scott Carlin taking up a coaching role with AFC. Carlin has managed in his own right with Blisworth and ON Chenecks.

Heading up the list of new recruits is central defender Chris Hope who played for the old club after a long career in the professional game. He spent last season with St Neots helping them win promotion to the Southern League Premier Division. Another defensive capture is Aynsley McDonald, another former Diamond who spent last season with Corby Town, while other captures from the higher levels of the non league game are another ex Steelman, midfielder Troy Farden and Woodford duo, front runner Alfie Taylor and goalkeeper James Broadbent.

Following Peaks and Carlin from Spencer are goalkeeper Quincy Shorunmu, defenders Joe Merrill and James Allcock and wide man Peter Okechukwu, while other captures from Premier clubs are Cogenhoe centre back Alex Deakin and midfielder Jake Gillingwater, AFC Kempston Player of the Year, defender Sam Brown, Newport Pagnell midfielder Sean McBride, striker Ben Morgan from Thrapston and midfielders George Cox (Deeping), Matt Brady (Wellingborough) and Elliott Dent (Peterborough Northern Star). 

Also arriving at the Dog & Duck are Olney full back Jamie O’Grady and goalscoring wide man Jack Wisniewski who top scored for Burton Park last season.

Pre-season results: 17/7 – Crawley Green (A) W 3-0; 21/7 – St Neots (A) D 3-3; 24/7 – Holwell Sports (A) W 3-0; 27/7 – Peterborough United XI (H) W 4-0; 31/7 – Buckingham Athletic (A) W 2-0; 3/8 – Luton Town XI (H) L 1-3; 7/8 – Long Buckby (A) D 0-0; 11/8 – Lutterworth Athletic (A) D 2-2.
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Arrows prepare for new challenge

Newcomers Harrowby have assembled a sizeable squad for the new challenge of UCL football at Dickens Road. They have appointed Jay Harrison, who managed the old Harrowby club in their last UCL season 2005-06, as co-manager alongside Mark Fardell who led the club (as Beehive United) to silverware galore in their last few seasons in the Grantham League.

The squad will be built around the core of the multi trophy winning Beehive line up, but the Arrows have added a number of players from their former rivals Barrowby including James Brown, Chris Gibson, Rob Lee and prolific marksman Lee Shaw. Also joining are Ancaster quartet Danny McDonald, Owen Sheridan, Tom Vorley and Scott Webb.

Captures from higher levels are Corby goalkeeper Jack Drury who will contest the number one shirt with former Bourne and Boston Town manager Martyn Lakin. Centre half Jack Whyley was with Sleaford last season while midfielder Simon Bolland ended the 2011-12 campaign with Spalding. Also linking up with the Arrows is defender Seb Firman who has been playing in Dorset for Gillingham Town.

Pre-season results: 14/7 – Newark (H) L 1-3; 21/7 – Holwell Sports (H) W 3-2; 24/7 – Boston Town (A) D 2-2; 28/7 – Holbeach (H) L 0-1; 4/8 – Horncastle (A) W 5-0; 11/8 – Stamford (H) L 0-1 (Ted Drury Memorial Cup).

Transfer trail

The number of players changing clubs before the big kick off has continued to rise with some more men on the move this week. Latest players changing allegiance are as follows:-

10.
Immanuel Soetan
AFC Rushden & Diamonds to Olney Town

11.
Jared Cunniff
Olney Town to Newport Pagnell Town

12.
Alex Lyon
Spalding United to Yaxley

13.
Josh Davis
Northampton Sileby Rangers to Raunds Town

14.
Conor Murphy
Peterborough Northern Star to Yaxley

UCL REVIEW 2012

The 29th edition of the ‘UCL Review’ is now available for download on line. The publication covers all the events of the 2011-12 season, along with full statistics including club by club results, attendances, goalscorers and appearance details. 

There is also an overview of the League, League Knockout Cup competitions, FA Cup and Vase and County Cup competitions, plus a month by month diary of events.

The Review is accessible on the league’s ‘Full Time’ website, under league news.
Reserve Division Two loses a club before kick off

Reserve Division Two will operate with just eleven clubs this season after the late withdrawal of the Long Buckby second string just a couple of weeks before the scheduled kick off. Buckby had only revived their reserves last season.
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Fourteen overcome first hurdle

A record UCL entry of 27 clubs embarked on the FA Cup trail with ties in the Extra Preliminary Round which this time round acted as a curtain raiser to the campaign’s serious action. Thrapston and Cogenhoe set the ball rolling on Friday 10th August and goals from Jamie Gilsenan and Ryan Gormley gave the Division One underdogs a 2-0 home verdict in the first surprise of the season.

Five more all domestic ties followed. Quorn’s first competitive match as a UCL club saw them progress 2-0 at Boston Town with goals from Liam Turner and Martin Bowles while an all Division One encounter saw Bugbrooke overcome hosts Rushden & Higham 3-1 with Lee Wilson, Brad Janes and Lance Allen giving the Badgers the verdict, Jory Mann netting a late penalty for the Lankies. Premier newcomers Huntingdon were 1-0 Sunday winners at Irchester thanks to Joe Jordan’s goal and Dave Beeny’s penalty save. Two further inter-divisional meetings went with status. A clash of FA Cup debutants at Chestnut Avenue saw Peterborough Northern Star demolish Whitworth 5-1 with three goals from Billy Smith and two from Nick Davey, Ryan Lovell replying for the Flourmen. A replay was needed to separate Northampton Spencer and Yaxley. Jack Bartley’s late leveller cancelled out Adam Scotcher’s Cuckoos opener at Kingsthorpe Mill and an upset beckoned in the replay when Bartley gave Spencer an interval lead. Three goals in six minutes from two goal Ashley Brand and Luke Hipwell took Yaxley through 3-1.

Five ties paired UCL clubs with East Midlands Counties League opposition and these saw two high profile casualties. Spalding bowed out 2-1 at home to Blaby & Whetstone, Kieran Doherty on the mark for the Tulips, while Alex Beck was the Deeping marksman in a 3-1 reverse at Holbrook Sports. Oadby beat former league rivals Anstey 3-1 with Che Adams, Jon Stevenson and Michael Reeve sharing the goals, while Ryan Oliver and Tony Edwards were on target in Sleaford’s 2-0 win over Holwell Sports. Blackstones demolished Barrow Town 5-1 at Lincoln Road with Tim Quy, two goal Addie Staffieri, Danny Barker and Andy Boome on the scoresheet.

Five ties against Eastern Counties League opposition saw just two sides progress. David Cobb’s goal took St Ives through 1-0 at Fakenham, while Ryan Cherry and Michael Boyle-Chong took Wellingborough through 2-1 against March. Stewarts & Lloyds bowed out 3-1 at Dereham after leading through Brian Farrell, while Luke Phillips was the Rothwell Corinthians scorer in a 7-1 drubbing at Ely. Desborough drew 1-1 at Wisbech with a Dan Kitching goal but crashed 5-2 in the Waterworks Field replay, Ryan Morgan and Jack Burrows netting late Ar Tarn consolations.  
Newport Pagnell were our biggest winners, 6-1 at Reading Town with a Dominic Lawless hat trick and singles from Daren Dykes, Richard Armstrong and Keith Williams. Danny Watson, Josh Bamford and an own goal saw AFC Kempston to a 3-1 success at Haringey as they avenged a defeat a year earlier, and Sam Mulready and Jermaine Palmer gave Holbeach a 2-0 verdict at Arnold. Louis Dupree was the Long Buckby marksman in a 2-1 defeat at Pegasus Juniors while Shepshed lost 3-0 at home to Heanor.
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Cups round-up

League Knockout Cup

Preliminary Round

Oadby v Raunds (18/9); Boston Town v Harborough; St Ives v Blackstones (18/9); AFC Rushden & Diamonds v Whitworth (18/9); Cogenhoe v Buckingham (18/9), Yaxley v Shepshed (18/9); Harrowby v Wootton; Burton PW v Rothwell Corinthians.

First Round

Potton v Cogenhoe/Buckingham; Irchester v St Ives/Blackstones; Boston Town/Harborough v AFC Kempston; Holbeach v Deeping (19/9); Newport Pagnell v Yaxley/Shepshed; Wellingborough v AFC Rushden & Diamonds/Whitworth; Stewarts & Lloyds v Peterborough Northern Star (18/9); Spalding v Northampton Spencer; Olney v Bugbrooke (18/9); Eynesbury v ON Chenecks (18/9); Thrapston v Harrowby/Wootton; Desborough v Long Buckby (18/9); Sleaford v Quorn (18/9); Rushden & Higham v Bourne; Burton PW/Rothwell Corinthians v Sileby; Huntingdon v Oadby/Raunds.

Reserve Knockout Cup

First Round

Blackstones v Thrapston (3/10); Stewarts & Lloyds v Whitworth (2/10); Bugbrooke v Woodford (3/10); Olney v Bourne (29/9); Rothwell Corinthians v Cogenhoe (3/10); Raunds v Desborough (2/10); Long Buckby withdrew ON Chenecks walkover; Irchester v Rushden & Higham (2/10).

Second Round

Bugbrooke/Woodford v Blackstones/Thrapston; Irchester/Rushden & Higham v ON Chenecks; Stewarts & Lloyds/Whitworth v Oadby; Raunds/Desborough v Olney/Bourne; Peterborough Northern Star v Eynesbury (2/10); AFC Kempston v Harborough (2/10); Huntingdon v Rothwell Corinthians/Cogenhoe; Yaxley v Burton PW (2/10).

Reserve Divisions Supplementary Cup

Group 1: Bugbrooke, Cogenhoe, ON Chenecks, Olney, Woodford.

Group 2: AFC Kempston, Irchester, Raunds, Rushden & Higham, Thrapston, Whitworth.

Group 3: Blackstones, Bourne, Eynesbury, Huntingdon, Peterborough Northern Star, Yaxley.

Group 4: Burton PW, Desborough, Harborough, Oadby, Rothwell Corinthians, Stewarts & Lloyds.

F.A. Cup
Extra Preliminary Round

SHEPSHED 0 Heanor 3; BLACKSTONES 5 Barrow Town 1; SPALDING 1 Blaby & Whetstone 2; Arnold 0 HOLBEACH 2; BOSTON TOWN 0 QUON 2; OADBY 3 Anstey 1; Holbrook Sports 3 DEEPING 1; SLEAFORD 2 Holwell Sports 0; Pegasus Juniors 2 LONG BUCKBY 1; IRCHESTER 0 HUNTINGDON 1; Ely 7 ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS 1; PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR 5 WHITWORTH 1; Dereham 3 STEWARTS & LLOYDS 1; RUSHDEN & HIGHAM 1 BUGBROOKE 3; Fakenham 0 ST IVES 1; THRAPSTON 2 COGENHOE 0; WELLINGBOROUGH 2 March 1; Wisbech 1 DESBOROUGH 1; NORTHAMPTON SPENCER 1 YAXLEY 1; Haringey 1 AFC KEMPSTON 3; Reading Town 1 NEWPORT PAGNELL 6. Replays: DESBOROUGH 2 Wisbech 5; YAXLEY 3 NORTHAMPTON SPENCER 1.

Preliminary Round (25/8)

Kirby Muxloe v HOLBEACH; Carlton v OADBY; SLEAFORD v Rainworth; BLACKSTONES v Gresley; QUORN v Dunkirk; PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR v THRAPSTON; BUGBROOKE v Ely; HUNTINGDON v ST IVES; Wisbech v YAXLEY; WELLINGBOROUGH v Kings Lynn; AFC KEMPSTON v Cockfosters; NEWPORT PAGNELL v Ardley.  
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Cups round-up – continued

F.A, Vase

First Qualifying Round (1/9)

BOSTON TOWN v Loughborough University; HARBOROUGH v Barrow Town; March v THRAPSTON; HUNTINGDON v DESBOROUGH; Godmanchester v ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS; WELLINGBOROUGH v BUGBROOKE; AFC KEMPSTON v Stotfold.

Second Qualifying Round (15/9)

HARBOROUGH/Barrow Town v BOSTON TOWN/Loughborough University; BLACKSTONES v Holbrook Sports/Birstall; Lutterworth Athletic v SPALDING; Blaby & Whetstone v SLEAFORD; Basford v HOLBEACH; RUSHDEN & HIGHAM v EYNESBURY; Cambridge University Press v March/THRAPSTON; STEWARTS & LLOYDS v RAUNDS; Swaffham v WHITWORTH; AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS v Cambridge Regional College/Fakenham; Thetford v Godmanchester/ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS; WELLINGBOROUGH/BUGBROOKE v YAXLEY; Dereham v NORTHAMPTON SPENCER; Downham v COGENHOE; HUNTINGDON/DESBOROUGH v IRCHESTER; POTTON v Hatfield; Cockfosters v AFC KEMPSTON/Stotfold.

Exempt to First Round: DEEPING, LONG BUCKBY, QUORN, SHEPSHED.

Exempt to Second Round: NEWPORT PAGNELL, OADBY, PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR, ST IVES.

Bedfordshire Senior Cup

First Round (w/c 26/11)

Ampthill v AFC KEMPSTON.

Quarter final (w/c 28/1)

Leighton/Bedford Town v Ampthill/AFC KEMPSTON.

Bedfordshire Senior Trophy

First Round (6/10)

WOOTTON v Bedford SA; POTTON v Crawley Green.

Bedfordshire Intermediate Cup

Second Round (27/10)

Lewsey Park v AFC KEMPSTON RESERVES.

Berks & Bucks Senior Trophy

First Round (16/11)

NEWPORT PAGNELL v Binfield.
Berks & Bucks Intermediate Cup

First Round (15/9)

Thornborough v OLNEY; Aston Clinton v BUCKINGHAM.

Berks & Bucks Junior Cup

First Round (22/9)

AC Meadowcroft v OLNEY RESERVES.
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Cups round-up – continued

Huntingdonshire Senior Cuo

Quarter finals (6/10)

EYNESBURY v HUNTINGDON; YAXLEY v Godmanchester.

Semi finals (5/1)

EYNESBURY/HUNTINGDON v ST IVES; St Neots v YAXLEY/Godmanchester.

Huntingdonshire Scott-Gatty Cup

First Round (15/9)

Sawtry v EYNESBURY RESERVES

Second Round (27/10)

YAXLEY RESERVES v Hemingfords; HUNTINGDON RESERVES v Sawtry/EYNESBURY RESERVES.

Huntingdonshire Benevolent Cup

Second Round (10/11)

HUNTINGDON RESERVES v Needingworth.
Lincolnshire Senior Trophy

First Round

BOSTON TOWN v SPALDING; BLACKSTONES v BOURNE; SLEAFORD v HARROWBY; DEEPING v HOLBEACH.

Northamptonshire Hillier Senior Cup

First Round (w/c 1/10)

IRCHESTER v WELLINGBOROUGH; STEWARTS & LLOYDS v WELLINGBOROUGH; Kettering v PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR.

Northamptonshire Junior Cup

First Round (29/9)

WOODFORD RESERVES v Wootton St Georges; ON CHENECKS v Brixworth; BURTON PW v Middleton Cheney; Castor & Ailsworth v DESBOROUGH RESERVES; BUGBROOKE v Gretton; Stanwick v THRAPSTON; NORTHAMPTON SPENCER v RAUNDS; PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR RESERVES v ICA Sports; SILEBY v Northampton Denton; AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS v WHITWORTH; RUSHDEN & HIGHAM v Weldon; Heyford v COGENHOE RESERVES; James King Blisworth v STEWARTS & LLOYDS RESERVES.

Northamptonshire Lower Junior Cup

First Round (6/10)

IRCHESTER RESERVES v BUGBROOKE RESERVES; Kings Cliffe Reserves v WHITWORTH RESERVES; BURTON PW RESERVES v Corby Red Star; THRAPSTON RESERVES v Titchmarsh; Kettering Nomads Reserves v ON CHENECKS RESERVES; Wellingborough OG v ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS RESERVES; Daventry Comms v RUSHDEN & HIGHAM RESERVES; RAUNDS RESERVES v Ringstead Reserves.

Loughborough Charity Cup

Quarter finals

Loughborough Town v SHEPSHED; QUORN v Barrow Town.
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Cups round-up – continued

Buckingham Charity Cup

Quarter finals (two legs)

Winslow v BUCKINGHAM; COGENHOE v Banbury.

Semi finals (two legs)

COGENHOE/Banbury v Winslow/BUCKINGHAM; Stony Stratford/Buckingham Athletic v OLNEY.

Hinchingbrooke Cup

Preliminary Round (by 15/10)

ST IVES v EYNESBURY.

First Round (by 31/1)

HUNTINGDON v PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR; ST IVES/EYNESBURY v POTTON; WHITWORTH v Cranfield; BOURNE v ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS; YAXLEY v Stotfold; DEEPING v WOOTTON; Saffron Walden v AFC KEMPSTON; Royston v BLACKSTONES.

North Beds Charity Cup

Quarter final

POTTON v Langford.

South Midlands Floodlight Cup

Quarter finals

OLNEY v Hoddesdon; Cockfosters/Hatfield v POTTON.

Battle of Britain Cup

Semi final (21/8)

OADBY v St Andrews.

South Midlands Reserve Floodlight Cup

First Round

OLNEY RESERVES v St Peters.

Ancaster Cup

First Round

Ryhall v BOURNE RESERVES.

Quarter finals

BLACKSTONES RESERVES v Deeping Reserves; Ryhall/BOURNE RESERVES v Crowland/Langtoft.
Jamie Victory Cup

BUCKINGHAM 3 Banbury 2.

Ted Drury Memorial Cup

HARROWBY 0 Stamford 1; 
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