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Major rebuild for champions

Holbeach will start the defence of their title with a much changed squad after losing the services of several of the men who landed the Premier crown in 2012-13.

Spalding and Deeping have been major beneficiaries of the break up of the Tigers team while defender Ben Brown and midfielder Andy Toyne have both rejoined Northern Premier League Lincoln United Other departures to higher levels are Dubi Ogbonna to St Ives, Deakan Napier to Biggleswade Town and Michael Emery to Gainsborough. Just three of the title winning squad remain at Carters Park, goalkeeper Leigh Overton, long serving defender or midfield Matt Warfield and back four man Jack Smith.

New manager Glen Maddison has brought a number of players with him from league rivals Sleaford. Goalkeeper Andrew Hewitt, defender Joe Braithwaite, midfielders Nick Bishop, Luke Hollingworth, Ash Murrell and Chris Shipley and the versatile Tom Sergeant have all switched from Eslaforde Park, along with prolific marksman Liam Tunstall.

Winger Liam Ogden has also played for Maddison before in the Boston United second string while other new recruits are Pilgrims’ reserve skipper, defender Lewis Sturman, ex-Boston Town keeper Rick Lovelace, former Pinchbeck midfield pair Jake Beauchamp and Ben Reeson and a trio of new forwards snapped up from lower levels, Tom Waumsley from Bourne, Curtis Yeatman from Wyberton and Moulton Harrox’s top marksman last term Andy Law.

Best known capture is the former England Under 21, Leicester City and Aston Villa striker Julian Joachim, who played for Holbeach in John Chand’s first match at the helm three years ago.

Former Holbeach midfielder Mark Melson has joined Maddison’s backroom staff at Carters Park.

The new look combination kicked off with some silverware beating a Boston United side 4-2 to win the Gerald Starling Memorial Cup. On target on the night for the Tigers were Curtis Yeatman, Luke Hollingworth and two goal Liam Tunstall. The win was marred by a knee injury to Yeatman.

Pre-season results:: 20/7 – Ely (a) L 0-1. 24/7 – Pinchbeck (A( W 3-1; 27/7 – Stamford (A) L 0-6; 3/8 – Greyhounders (H) W 6-0; 6/8 – Boston United XI (H) W 4-2 (Gerald Starling Memorial Cup).
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Eight newcomers for Tulips

After narrowly missing out on promotion last season Spalding will be hoping to make the step back up to step 4 at the end of the fast approaching 2013-14 campaign.

Manager Pat Rayment has brought in three newcomers from higher levels. Former Lincoln City striker Sam Mullarkey has moved from Stamford, midfield powerhouse Lewis Webb joins from Corby and defender Nathan Stainfield has arrived from Boston United.

The Tulips have also recruited four of neighbours Holbeach’s championship winning squad with the versatile Jonny Allen, left back Adam Jackson, defender Jamie Stevens and last season’s top flight leading marksman Andy Tidswell all swapping Carters Park for the Halley Stewart Field.

Completing the new faces at the Halley Stewart Field is wide man Matty O’Neill who was with the Tulips in their Northern Premier League days, but has had a lengthy break from the game due to injury.

A number of players have moved on to pastures new with those moving to higher grade clubs being Jamie Thurlbourne to Corby and Michael Jacklin to Brigg. Gary King has been trialling at Kings Lynn while defensive stalwart Glen Fuff has retired. Young goalkeeper Jordan McCready has also left the Halley Stewart Field to join Chesterfield on a scholarship.

The club’s resources will be tested early on with suspensions for Dan Cotton and Lewis Webb and injuries to Miles Chamberlain and Andy Tidswell who suffered a broken hand in the visit to St Neots.

Pre-season results: 6/7 – Crowland (A) W 2-0; 18/7 – Boston United (H) L 1-2; 20/7 – Wyberton (H) W 7-1; 23/7 – Coalville (A) D 1-1; 25/7 – Moulton Harrox (H) W 3-0; 27/7 – St Neots (A) L 0-4; 3/8 – Kettering (H) W 2-0. 
Huntingdon recruit five

After an impressive debut campaign in the top flight, Huntingdon are hoping for more of the same as they prepare for a second Premier Division season.

Five new signings have boosted the Cromwellians’ squad. New defenders are right back Pat Bexfield from Needham Market and centre back Mark Cox from Peterborough Northern Star, while former St Neots title winner, Micky Hyem from Godmanchester will strengthen the midfield. Also stepping into midfield contention is Histon youngster Curtis Fulcher. The goal line will be occupied by Tim Trebes who was part of the St Neots title winning squad three seasons ago.

Among the departures from Jubilee Park is Ricky Dear who has called time on his playing career.

Another new face at Jubilee Park is Seb Hayes. The former Peterborough Northern Star coach has joined the club replacing Teddy Dear as Ricky Marheineke’s assistant, while Ryan Asher-Powell arrives from Warboys to run the reserve side.

Pre-season results: 11/7 – Raunds (H) W 8-0; 13/7 – Stilton (H) W 2-1; 18/7 – Swaffham (H) W 5-0; 20/7 – Whitworth (H) W 5-3; 26/7 – Newmarket (A) D 2-2; 29/7 – Kettering (H) D 0-0; 31/7 – Soham (H) L 3-4; 3/8 – Haverhill (H) W 1-0; 6/8 – Blackstones (A) W 6-1.
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Deeping snap up four champions

After a fifth placed finish in the Premier Division last season Deeping hope to challenge for honours in the months ahead after snapping up four of Holbeach’s successful squad.

Right back Dan Flack, left sided man Craig Parker, goalscoring wide man Mitch Griffiths and front runner Tommy Treacher have all linked up with Rangers.

Also checking in at Outgang Road are young goalkeeper Harry Ashton, released by Grimsby Town, full back Scott Bogus from Yaxley, and defender or midfielder Jamie Forbes who steps up from Peterborough League football with Oakham while midfielder Kev Gilbert rejoins the club after a year working in Afghanistan..

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Dereham (H) L 0-2; 16/7 – Stilton (H) D 1-1; 23/7 – Stamford (H) D 2-2; 30/7 – Netherton (H) W 5-0; 3/8 – Ely (A) W 2-0.
Ins and outs aplenty for Newport

Newport Pagnell have lost a number of key men over the summer with defender Keith Williams and midfielder Richard Armstrong joining Southern League newboys Aylesbury United, Jared Cunniff linking up with promoted St Ives and defender Dave Baker and wide man Ash Farmer stepping up two levels to sign for Banbury and Bedford Town respectively, while Swans legend Daren Dykes has hung up his boots due to persistent injury problems.

Swans boss Darren Lynch has strengthened his back line by recruiting two experienced defenders from Arlesey. Derek Brown had a few games for the club last season but now returns on a more permanent basis, while Sol Davis played professionally with both Luton Town and MK Dons.

Two familiar faces return to Willen Road. Wide man Rob Macdonald is back from a spell in Tasmania where he played for Devenport Strikers, while midfielder or forward Danny Nicholls was with Stony Stratford last term.

Also arriving from Stony Stratford is top scorer Lee Jones, midfielder Matt Brady arrives from Winslow and wide man Nick Bines joins from Buckingham.

Newport’s annual pre season encounter with MK Dons was reinstated this year with a strong Dons side running out 4-0 winners in the Marshall Cup match.

Pre-season results: 17/7 – MK Dons (H) L 0-4 (Marshall Cup); 20/7 – Crawley Gtreen (A) L 1-2; 30/7 – Bedford (A) L 1-2; 3/8 – Burton PW H) D 1-1; 6/8 – Wing (H) W 9-0.
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Six new faces for Cogenhoe

Cogenhoe’s close season recruitment has seen six new faces joining Andy Marks’ squad so far.

Goalkeeper Matt Finlay has rejoined the Cooks after helping Stamford win promotion to step 3 last season, while another familiar face at Compton Park is defender Mark Hewitt who was part of Sileby’s Division One title winning team last term. Also adding to the defensive strength is Chris Griffin who steps up from Bugbrooke while midfielder Gokhan Ulker has switched from Wellingborough.

Further captures from Sileby are midfielder Phil Cassidy and striker Steve Blackwood.

Midfielder Lewis Leslie has been ruled out of the forthcoming campaign by ligament damage suffered last season.

Highlight of Cogenhoe’s warm up programme was a visit from League Two Northampton Town who ran out 6-0 winners on their visit to Compton Park. A crowd of 1,056 watched the contest.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Oadby (A W 6-1; 16/7 – Northampton Town (H) L 0-6; 20/7 – Coventry Sphinx (A) W 2-1; 23/7 – Whitworth (A) D 1-1; 27/7 – Langford (A) W 2-0; 1/8 – Histon XI (H) D 1-1; 3/8 – Barton Rovers (H) W 4-2.

Newcomers plentiful for Poachers

Boston Town have added a number of new recruits to their squad over the summer.

Goalkeeper Rick Drury, right back Mark Thompson, left back Jason Field and front runner Micky Stones have all arrived from neighbours Boston United, while midfielder Liam Bull and the versatile Lawrence Lambley have been snapped up from Deeping. 

Ryan Leggett, who spent part of last term at Tattershall Road on work experience from Lincoln City, has now returned after being released by the Imps, while defender Nick Jackson has arrived from Spalding. Completing the new faces is proven marksman Liam Nimmo, who had a break from the game last season, but has previously been a regular marksman with Holbeach and Wisbech.

Stepping up from Boston League football are youngsters Fraser Bayliss from Frieston and George Stainfield from Swineshead.

Town co-manager Matt Hocking recently spent a day at Northampton Town, shadowing Cobblers boss Aidy Boothrood and observing his training methods.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Lincoln City XI (H) L 0-4; 17/7 – Grimsby Town XI (H) W 2-0; 20/7 – Peterborough Sports (H) W 1-0; 24/7 – Skegness United (H) L 0-2; 27/7 – March (H) W 4-1; 30/7 – Harrowby (H) W 2-1; 3/8 – Peterborough Sports (A) L 1-2.
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Desborough in recruitment drive

Desborough manager Steve Walker has been highly active in the transfer market over the summer introducing a host of new faces to the Waterworks Field squad.

Midfield trio Liam Boath, Mark Forbes and Lee Garvie have all followed the well worn path from Stewarts & Lloyds, while left back David Glass and striker Michael Byrne return to Ar Tarn colours after helping Sileby to the Division One crown last term. Goalkeeper Richard Lavin also returns after ending last season at Fernie Fields while wide man Mark Redding is another capture from the lower grade champions.

Experienced defender Steve Julian joins from Deeping while another back four recruit is Josh McGoldrick from Wellingborough. Midfielder or defender Michael Keall joins from Thrapston while Harborough midfielder Will Arnold completes the Desborough captures.

Richard Scott will assist manager Walker while Barry Britton arrives from Stewarts & Lloyds to take the second string reins.

The club’s ground will be renamed this season as part of a one year sponsorship with the UK’s largest providers of six a side soccer facilities, Soccersixes. The historic ground will be known as the S6 stadium.

Pre-season results: 6/7 – Loughborough (H) L 0-2; 13/7 – Blaby & Whetstone (A) L 0-3; 20/7 – Tresham College (A) L 2-3; 27/7 – Thrapston (N) D 1-1; 31/7 – Aylestone Park (A) W 2-1; 3/8 – Leverstock Greem (H) W 7-0; 5/8 – St Neots (H) L 1-3..

New quartet link up with Yaxley

After a much improved season last time out, Yaxley have had a quiet close season, bringing in just four players so far. 

Former Peterborough Northern Star skipper Wayne Morris will strengthen the Cuckoos rearguard, while midfield additions are two one time Nottingham Forest players. Rob Hughes helped Holbeach to title success last term while Liam Hook was another to line up in Northern Star colours last season. Completing the new faces is Blackstones’ leading marksman last term Addie Staffieri.

Pre-season results: 11/7 – Wisbech St Marys (H) W 4-1; 13/7 – Bourne (H) W 6-1; 20/7 – Godmanchester (A) W 3-1; 25/7 – Blackstones (A) W 4-0; 27/7 – Dersingham (H) W 4-0; 30/7 – March (A) W 1-0; 3/8 – St Ives (H) D 0-0.

Star rebuilding continues

Peterborough Northern Star have had another busy summer with plenty of newcomers arriving at Chestnut Avenue.

Latest former Blackstones players to link up with their former Lincoln Road managers Michael Goode and Darren Jarvis are midfielders Luke Avis and Billy Oliver and goalkeeper Lee Crockett, while the Star bosses have also snapped up a trio of the treble winning Moulton Harrox squad, centre back Jonny Clay, midfield enforcer Billy King and wide man Dan Woods.

Recruits more proven at the level are Spalding playmaker Luke Kennedy and Holbeach front man Ash Stevens, while another new face is futsal international Jason Kilbride who ended last season with Bourne.

Last season’s first choice keeper Nick Conroy misses the start of the season after breaking his arm at work.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Kettering (H) W 1-0; 16/7 – Irchester (A) W 1-0; 20/7 – Stotfold (H) L 1-2; 25/7 – Weldon (A) D 1-1; 27/7 – Thurnby (H) W 7-2; 1/8 – Boston United (H) L 0-1; 6/8 – Bourne (H) W 5-0.
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Young in eve of season Foundrymen exit

Stewarts & Lloyds were rocked by the departure from the managerial hot seat of Daren Young just days before the start of the new season. He had taken charge at Occupation Road for a second time in September 2012.

Reserve manager Lee Duffy has been placed in caretaker charge along with S&L legend and former coach Glyn Davies.

Familiar faces rejoining the Foundrymen are wide man or forward David Sheridan and defender Danny Pownall, both with Thrapston last term while Richard Moore has arrived from Weldon.

Former second string boss John Mackay is back with the club this term and will assist Lee Duffy with the reserve side.

Pre-season results: 16/7 – Borrowash (A) W 3-1; 27/7 – Irchester (A) D 3-3; 30/7 – Corby (H) L 2-5 (Bob Cumming Memorial Cup); 3/8 – Corby Locos (H) W 2-1.

New look for Doughboys

After a strong finish to last season Wellingborough will be hoping to maintain their upward momentum in the new season following the arrival of a number of new faces.

Star capture is Jason Turner who was part of the title winning Holbeach squad last season, while another experienced capture is Dan Burke who was with Bedworth in step 3 last season.

Left back Damon Herbert, midfielder Tom Fountain and wide man Ben Foster have all joined the Doughboys from Cogenhoe, while central defender Leo Adams and wide man Louis Dupree have switched from Long Buckby.

Defensive captures are experienced campaigner Stuart Smeathers from Sileby and Robson Kightley from Woodford while goalkeeper Shaun Markie rejoins from Harpole who have also lost midfielder Josh Winters to Wellingborough.

Pre-season results: 18/7 – Histon (H) D 1-1; 23/7 – Daventry (J) L 0-2; 27/7 – Easington (H) W 2-0; 1/8 – Bugbrooke (H) w 4-2; 3/8 – Raunds (A) W 1-0.

Mason takes charge at Buckby

Former Woodford and Wellingborough manager Phil Mason was handed the Long Buckby reins in mid-July, taking over from Scott Goodwin who resigned a couple of weeks earlier after a single year in charge.

Buckby will have a new look as they prepare for the new season, with just a handful of players remaining from last season’s Station Road squad. Among the newcomers so far are ex-AFC Rushden & Diamonds goalkeeper James Broadbent, experienced Sileby midfielder Jon Crockett, ex-Wellingborough man Casey Kiernan, ON Chenecks front man James Allcock and Ben Jones and Dan Childs from Daventry. Former Woodford players Ben Chambers, Matt Hayes, Dan Stewart and goalkeeper Jak Riley have also signed for their former Byfield Road boss. 

Mark Fenemore has been appointed as Mason’s assistant, having previously worked with him at Woodford, while youth boss Damien Pidgeon has taken charge of the reformed second string..

Pre-season results: 20/7 – Histon XI (H) L 1-2; 23/7 – Burton PW (H) L 0-1; 25/7 – Raunds (A) L 0-2; 27/7 – Swaffham (H) L 1-3; 30/7 – Daventry (H):L 0-6; 3/8 – Northampton Spencer (A) L 2-7.
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New faces plentiful for Walnut Boys

After struggling for results towards the end of last season AFC Kempston manager Dave Randall has brought in a number of new faces in a bid to enjoy a better season in 2013-14. 

Strengthening the Kempston defence are Bedford Town full back Seb Simpson and Ampthill centre half Alex Stoyles, midfield arrivals are ex-Hitchin and Arlesey captain Derwayne Stupple who was part of the Holbeach title winning squad last term and Scott Sinclair from Wootton, wide man Sam Evans joins from Cranfield while ex-Bedford Town man Jermaine Ivy will add to the goal power.

Brothers Adam and Courtney Boughton have also arrived from Wootton along with defender Ash Mead while ex-Biggleswade Town men checking in at Hillgrounds are defender Ross Dedman and striker Scott Joseph. Manny Richardson from Cranfield is another new face.

A notable departure from Hillgrounds is left back Jordan Jarrold who has opted to test himself at step 3 with Bedford Town who have also recruited Ash Phillips.  

The club’s new 3G artificial surface staged its first match on 13th July as the Walnut Boys started their pre season programme with a win over an Aylesbury United side newly promoted to step 4.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Aylesbury United (H) W 1-0; 20/7 – Codicote (H) L 1-3; 23/7 – Northampton Spencer (A) W 3-2; 30/7 – Buckingham (A) L 2-4; 1/8 – St Neots Saints (H) L 2-6 (Doug Jack Memorial Cup); 3/8 – AFC Dunstable (H) W 7-3; 6/8 – Burton PW (A) L 0-1.
Higher grade recruits for Sleaford

Sleaford’s squad has been bolstered by a number of recruits from higher grade clubs, while two former professionals will add experience in dual playing and backroom roles.

One time Lincoln City captain Terry Fleming joined the club at the end of last season after being axed as manager of Northern Premier League Lincoln United, and will now double up as both a player and manager Kris Jones’ assistant. Taking a player coach role is Gavin Gordon, another former Imps star with a long career in the pro game behind him.

Fleming’s contacts have helped Town recruit a number of ex-Lincoln United players with goalkeeper Phil McGann, defenders Tom Thacker and Jack Pemberton. utility man Josh Raby, midfielder Scott Coupland and Whites top scorer last term Ben Garrick all checking in at Eslaforde Park.

Town have also recruited Chris Self from Newark and an old favourite in England schoolboy cap Tom Siddons while defender Seb Firman arrives from Harrowby..

Pre-season results: 9/7 – Grimsby Town XI (H) W 4-0; 13/7 – Sutton (H) W 4-2; 17/7 – Louth (A) D 2-2; 20/7 – Swaffham (H) L 0-2; 30/7 – Lincoln United (H) L 1-3; 3/8 – Holwell (H) D 2-2; 6/8 – Barrowby (H) W 4-0..
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Marlow and Smith join Harborough backroom team

Harborough manager Chris Church has added two experienced UCL figures Danny Marlow and Trevor Smith to his management team. Marlow spent much of his playing career with Desborough and helped Sileby to the Division One crown last term before illness brought his playing days to an end. Smith is best known for his days with Blackstones, setting the Lincoln Road club’s appearance record, also playing for St Neots and Spalding.

Squad additions include Long Buckby defender Sam Birtwistle and Sileby midfielder Michael Cirelli, defender Sam Howell from Saffron Dynamo, Bedford midfielder Gary Dunion and front runners Callum Batson (St Andrews) and Kieran Linnett (Blaby & Whetstone). Forward Tom Caldicott moves from Bourne while the versatile Ben Easson spent last season with Blackstones.

Highlight of Town’s pre season was a visit from Port Vale, managed by Harborough resident Micky Adams. The League One newboys ran out 7-1 winners on their trip to Bowdens Park.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Thurnby (A) L 0-11; 16/7 – Kettering (H) L 0-5; 20/7 – Port Vale (H) L 1-7; 23/7 – Blaby & Whetstone (H) D 1-1; 27/7 – Stony Stratford (H) W 7-0; 30/7 – Rothwell Corinthians (A) W 3-1; 1/8 – North Kilworth (H) W 1-0; 3/8 – Oadby (A) L 3-4.

Goodwin takes the Sileby reins

Former Burton Park, Irchester and Long Buckby manager Scott Goodwin has taken the reins at Premier Division newcomers Sileby, following Glen Botterill’s departure after a single title winning season at the helm along with assistant Matt Green and coach Tim Wooding. 

An unusual start to the top flight newcomers’ pre season programme saw Sileby take on the professionals of Northampton Town who drew a record Fernie Fields crowd of 560 on 13th July. Ryan Ansell scored a Sileby consolation as they acquitted themselves well in a 5-1 defeat.

New chief Goodwin has signed on as a player himself and has recruited a number of promising youngsters who were previously with him at Long Buckby. Goalkeeper Dan Farrell and twins Harvey and Lewis Entwistle have checked in at Fernie Fields along with midfielders Gary Stohrer,and Korey Morgan and centre back Liam O’Neill. 

Also joining a youthful squad are more teenagers in Pernell Taylor-Jacob from Burton Park, former AFC Rushden & Diamonds pair Fred Devereaux and Zac Moon and three defenders from Histon, Ryan Baxter, Toby Cleaver and Ashley White.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Northampton Town (H) L 1-5; 18/7 – Earls Barton (A) W 3-0; 20/7 – Weldon (A) L 1-4; 3/8 – Brinklow (A) D 3-3.
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Six newcomers for promoted Diamonds

Premier Division newcomers AFC Rushden & Diamonds start life in the top flight with most of the promotion winning squad still on duty, although last season’s top marksman Jake Newman has moved on to Kettering Town.

Diamonds have strengthened up by adding a number of players with higher grade experience. Russ Dunkley helped Kings Lynn win promotion to step 3 last term after spearheading Long Buckby’s UCL title success in 2011-12, and he is joined at the Dog & Duck by former Buckby strike partner Fazel Koriya who spent last season with Rugby in the Southern League. Also arriving from higher grade football is Daventry wide man Nathan Liburd while defender Jamal Clarke has been recruited from Evesham..

Wide man Dan Grainger, who played a handful of games for the old Diamonds club, is another summer signing after taking a break from the game last term, while defender or midfielder Rob Maddox arrives from Stamford after helping the Daniels win promotion to step three last season.

Diamonds will be fielding an Under 21 team in the Midland Combination in the campaign ahead.

The top flight newboys picked up a piece of pre season silverware when an Alfie Taylor hat trick gave them a 3-1 success at Buckingham in the host club’s James Victory Cup match. They had earlier missed out on a couple of pots losing 1-0 to neighbours Rushden & Higham in the inaugural staging of the Chris Ruff Memorial Cup and going down 3-0 at Northwich 1874 in the Supporters Direct Shield.

An eleven match warm up programme made Diamonds the busiest of all our clubs in pre season!

Pre-season results: 11/7 – Rushden & Higham (A) L 0-1 (Chris Ruff Memorial Cup); 13/7 – Northwich 1874 (A) L 0-3 (Supporters Direct Shield); 17/7 – Stamford (A) L 2-3; 19/7 – Winslow (A) L 1-2; 20/7 – Brackley (H) D 1-1; 23/7 – Ampthill (A) L 3-5; 25/7 – Buckingham (A) W 3-1 (James Victory Cup); 30/7 – Luton Town XI (H) L 1-2; 1/8 – Lutterworth Athletic (A) W 6-1; 3/8 – Bedford Town (H) W 2-1; 6/8 – Biggleswade United (A) W 3-1.

Stability the order of the day for Wisbech

Wisbech Town are sure to be among the Premier Division title favourites following their close season switch from the Thurlow Nunn Eastern Counties League. The Fenmen were runners-up in that competition last season and also carried off the League Cup.

The Fenmen have retained the nucleus of their successful squad from last season, adding just a single new face. Tom James will be well known to UCL followers after spells with Spalding and Deeping last season and is expected to take up a striking role for Wisbech to fill the gap left by last season’s top scorer Chris Bacon’s move to Cambridge City.

Wisbech already have some silverware in the cabinet after blitzing local rivals March in the BKD Cup match with a Tom James hat trick and singles from Callum Reed, Jack Friend and Adam Millson.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Kings Lynn (H) D 1-1; 16/7 – March (H) W 4-0; 19/7 – Whittlesey (H) W 5-1; 23/7 – Leverington (A) W 5-1; 27/7 – Eynesbury (H) D 1-1; 30/7 – Chatteris (A) W 5-0; 3/8 – March (A) W 6-2 (BKD Cup).
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Few changes for Rovers

After narrowly missing out on promotion to the Premier Division last term Eynesbury go into the new season with a very similar squad as they hope to go one better in the months ahead.

Five new faces in the squad are former Baldock full back Callum Jarvis, ex-St Neots defender Nick Henebery and midfielder Scott Field, who adds to the contingent of former Biggleswade Town players at Hall Road. Best known recruit is former Bedford Town and Hitchin midfielder Aaron Cavill who played in the Bedfordshire League for Bedford Hatters last term. Goalkeeper Lea Jordan completed the new arrivals with an eve of season move from Wisbech.

Barry Albone has called time on his playing career to take up a new role as physio at Hall Road.

The club underwent a number of behind the scenes changes at the AGM with long serving secretary Deryck Irons stepping down from his post after over half a century. 

Pre-season results: 10/7 – Biggleswade Town (H) L 1-3; 16/7 – Godmanchester (A) W 3-1; 20/7 – Soham (H) L 4-5; 23/7 – St Ives (H) D 1-1; 27/7 – Wisbech (A) D 1-1; 3/8 – Biggleswade United (A) D 2-2; 6/8 – Foxtpn L 1-2.

New look for Oadby

Oadby’s second season of UCL football will see a new look side aiming for promotion from Division One under new manager Jeff Stocking who switches from a general manager role after the departure of Lee Harriman and Clem Dublin at the end of last season.

Many of Oadby’s highly rated youngsters have moved up the ladder. Callum Earls and Ollie Brown-Hill have followed Harriman to Northern Premier League Barwell, Che Adams has joined Ilkeston in the same league and goalkeeper Denham Hinds has linked up with Southern League Hinckley.

The Poachers’ star signing is former Leicester City midfielder Levi Porter who played in the Conference North for Histon last season.

Widely travelled striker Jermaine Gordon has joined Oadby from Blaby & Whetstone while other arrivals at Freeways Park are Desborough midfielder Martin Anderson, Cameron Powell from Coalville, midfielder Josh Kind who returns from Blaby & Whetstone and Bardon Hill midfielder Ryan Whatley. Young midfielder Courtney Meade joins from Aylestone Park while stepping up from Leicestershire Senior League football are goalkeeper Luke Pichering from Allexton & New Parks and central defender Alex Baraclough from Dunton and Broughton.

Pre-season results: 11/7 – Blaby & Whetstone (A) L 3-4; 13/7 – Cogenhoe (H) L 1-6; 20/7 – St Andrews (A) L 3-4; 27/7 – Hinckley (H) W 3-0; 3/8 – Harborough (H) W 4-3; 6/8 – Aylestone Park (H) W 1-0..
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Spencer unveil new floodlights

Northampton Spencer have installed new floodlights at Kingsthorpe Mill over the summer, with the new six column installation used for the first time on 23rd July as the Millers took on AFC Kempston.

The new system, which has an average illumination of 280 lux, replaces the four column system which had been installed at the Mill back in 1988.

The club obtained funding from the Football Stadia Improvement Fund and FA Sports Centre Trust to assist with the project.

On the field Spencer show few personnel changes after a good 2012-13 season. New faces are defenders Rob Clarke from Long Buckby, Liam Chamberlain from ON Chenecks and Jamie Moss from Brixworth and ex-Cogenhoe forward Dustin Fitzgerald.

Pre-season results: 20/7 – Southam (H) D 1-1; 23/7 – AFC Kempston (H) L 2-3; 27/7 – Leverstock Green (A) W 5-0; 30/7 – Stotfold (A) D 3-3; 3/8 – Long Buckby (H) W 7-2; 6/8 – Langford (A) W 4-0.

All quiet at Harrowby

Harrowby have had a very quiet close season with very little movement in the playing staff at the Environcom Stadium.

Last season’s Division One top scorer Martin Wormall has departed but the Arrows hope to plug that gap from within with Dan Reidy, a prolific marksman before a lengthy absence through injury, ready to take up the scoring mantle.

Only new faces so far are Sleaford defender Michael Neaverson and Buckminster midfielder Liam Jaques.

Pre-season results: 20/7 – Lincoln United Reserves (H) W 2-0; 27/7 – Blaby & Whetstone (H) W 4-1; 30/7 – Boston Town (A) L 0-2; 3/8 – Newark (H) W 7-0; 6/8 – Lincoln United (H) L 0-6.

Backroom changes for Bugbrooke

Bugbrooke go into the new season with some changes to their backroom staff. Successful ‘A’ team boss Mitch Austin will assist Paul Field with the senior side, while Graham Derby, who led the reserves to a top three finish last season, now takes charge of the ‘A’ side. Chris Brown will run the reserves who look set to give opportunities to a number of youngsters in the season ahead. 

New faces joining the Badgers are Northampton Spencer midfielder John Dawson and Cogenhoe striker Eddie Stewart, while defender Hassan Mumin has arrived from Desborough. Experienced recruits are Sileby midfielder Wayne Richardson and Gavin Nullatamby from the successful Cogenhoe second string while Jon McNeillie has returned to Birds Close, having most recently seen service with Rothwell Corinthians. 

Pre-season results: 25/7 – Woodford (H) W 2-1; 1/8 – Wellingborough (A) L 2-4; 3/8 – Earls Barton (H) D 1-1; 6/8 – Weedon W 3-2..
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Lankies remember Chris

Pre-season has been very low key at Rushden & Higham this summer with little change to the club’s playing personnel. Almost of all of last season’s senior squad continue with the Lankies who have no experienced newcomers to report, the most notable capture being youngster Tom Buller who was with Corby Town last term.

Highlight of the build up was the visit of neighbours AFC Rushden & Diamonds for the first staging of the Chris Ruff Memorial Cup in memory of the long serving Lankies secretary who died last year.

A lone strike from Tyler Merries gave Rushden & Higham a single goal in success in front of a crowd of 425.

Pre-season results: 11/7 – AFC Rushden & Diamonds (H) W 1-0 (Chris Ruff Memorial Cup); 26/7 – Winslow (A) L 0-3; 3/8 – Swaffham (H) L 1-3.

Olney rebuild

It has been a summer of rebuilding for Olney with mid season appointee as manager Ed Wheatley putting his stamp on the Nurserymen squad over the summer.

New faces in the Olney squad are ex-Ampthill goalkeeper Tom Kennard, a trio of ex-MK City Colts men in defenders James Dey and James Sear and midfielder Matty Fraser. Enock Rare from the MK Dons academy is at home anywhere on the right side while Sam O’Neill is another wide man recruited from Old Bradwell. Former Stony Stratford front runner Dean Robb completes the new faces.

Ryan Harris has arrived from Stony Stratford to take the reserve reins.

Pre-season results: 20/7 – Brixworth (H) L 1-4; 27/7 – Ampthill (H) L 2-3; 30/7 – Winslow (H) D 0-0; 3/8 – Mursley (H) W 3-0.

Vandals strike at Bourne again

Good news in the form of close season work on fencing at the Abbey Lawn was tempered by the unwelcome visit of vandals to the ground within a week, with panels behind the goal being uprooted to the anger of club officials. More permanent fencing has been installed in recent days.

On the field the news is better with Bourne manager Darren Munton adding a number of new faces to his squad. Defenders Tom Bain and Richard Nelson, midfielders Stewart Lambie and Eddie McDonald and front runner Alex Brockbank have all joined the Wakes from Oakham, while other newcomers are Kings Cliffe full back Lewis Hall and striker Rob Masters from March.

Star signing of the summer was experienced wide man Robbie Pearce who joined in a transfer from Peterborough Northern Star, but in the final warm up game against his previous club he suffered a dislocated shoulder and now faces a couple of months on the sidelines.

The reserves will have a new look this term after handing the reins to former Moulton Harrox pair Jonny Ball and Dave Panton. First team boss Munton also has a new assistant in one time Cottesmore boss Nick Buff.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Yaxley (A) L 1-6; 20/7 – Newark (H) L 1-2; 24/7 – Crowland (H) W 3-0; 27/7 – Whittlesey (H) L 0-3; 30/7 – Holwell Sports (A) D 2-2; 6/8 – Peterborough Northern Star (A) L 0-5.
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Eight new faces for Chenecks

ON Chenecks have had a busier summer than usual with eight new players checking in at Billing Road.

Goalkeeper Darren Smith joins from Cogenhoe, new defenders are Ben Avery from Northampton Spencer, Dan Bullen from Long Buckby and Luke Bromley from Bugbrooke, while further recruits from the Badgers are front men Andy Ranft and Lee Wilson.

Completing the new faces are Kislingbury duo, midfielder Luke Tolworthy and front runner Darren Inns.

Experienced defender Tim Clack will jointly run the reserves with Ian Colwell in the season ahead.

Once the cricket season is over work will start on the club’s new floodlighting system. 

Pre-season results: 16/7 – Blisworth (A) D 2-2; 27/7 – MK City Colts (H) W 3-1; 30/7 – Harpole (A) W 2-0; 3/8 – Milton (A) D 1-1.

Thrapston snap up seven

Thrapston will rely predominantly on familiar faces when the new season swings into action.

Linking up with Town are former Burton Park men, goalkeeper Liam Fox and defenders Andy Dobbs, Fraser Smith and Sam Northern, while another defensive signing is former Rushden & Higham skipper Chris Walton.

Also checking in at Chancery Lane are Desborough midfielder Stef Gatting and Long Buckby front man Danny Rogers.

Well known referee Bruce Stevens has been appointed chairman at Chancery Lane with the one time Desborough chairman Kevin O’Brien taking on the vice chairman role.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Weldon (A) L 0-1; 20/7 – Kettering Nomads (H) D 0-0; 27/7 – Desborough (N) D 1-1; 1/8 – Thurnby (A) L 2-8; 3/8 – Woodford (A) W 4-1.

Flourmen freshen up

A summer of change at the Victoria Mill Ground has seen former reserve manager James Daldy step up to run the first team, where he will be assisted by his right hand man with the second string Tommy Jaszczun. Dean Gwilliam will run the reserve side. Senior players Lee Purser and Spencer Letman will also be part of the respective management teams.

There have been off field changes as well with Martin Goodes stepping up to chairman after Brian Higgins retired from the post.

With a number of senior players opting for pastures new the squads will have a more youthful look this season. New faces include Desborough midfielder Jared Harewood, Long Buckby front man Mark Pryor, young Wellingborough forward Harry Ware and ex-Sileby midfielder George Boot.

Joining from the Daventry youth side are goalkeeper Sachin Tayal, defenders Remy Brittain and Charlie Marshall, striker Taylor Orosz and skipper Dethaniel Weston while another young recruit is Austrian Michael Bordue, released by Northampton Town. 

Pre-season results: 20/7 – Huntingdon (A) L 3-5; 23/7 – Cogenhoe (H) D 1-1; 27/7 – Corby Pegasus (H) W 5-1; 3/8 – Wisbech St Mary (H) L 2-3.
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Shopmates busy in the transfer market

Raunds have had a busy close season with a number of players following co-manager Scott Manning from Northants Combination club Ringstead. Midfielder Jay Fallaize and Chris Jones, equally at home in goal or up front, make returns to Kiln Park, while other former Ringstead man checking in are Liam Bulmer, Danny Harris and Gavin Wills. Star capture is wide man Dave Townsend who returns to Kiln Park after spending last season in the top flight with Huntingdon.

The Shopmates staged a charity match over the summer with a Raunds veterans side taking on the Arsenal Celebrity side at Kiln Park. Best known members of the Gunners squad were locally based Republic of Ireland international Eddie McGoldrick and actor Ralf Little. The match raised funds for the Arsenal Foundation and the Cransley Hospice which provided care for late Shopmates ex-chairman Pete Scanlon during his illness.

Pre-season results: 11/7 – Huntingdon (A) L 0-8; 19/7 – Bedford Town (H) D 1-1; 25/7 – Long Buckby (H) W 2-0; 27/7 – Weldon (H) L 0-2; 3/8 – Wellingborough (H) L 0-1.

Good pre season for new look Robins

New look Buckingham have enjoyed their preparations for the new season with a good run of results in the build up, winning five of their six games.

Manager Neil Griffiths has brought a number of newcomers into his squad, including midfielders Chezney Johnson and Fuad Ahmed and winger Dean Torto from his former club Olney. He has also recruited Winslow defenders Jordan Simons and Joe Donaldson, fellow back four man Adam Pryke from Cranfield, Wolverton midfielder Nick Mentiply and ex-Kettering forward Tariq Kotey. Another newcomer is former Oxford City defender Matt Fessey.

Experienced pair Gary Flinn and Ben Hill will support Neil Griffiths in the Robins management team.

Pre-season results: 17/7 – Grendon (H) W 3-1; 20/7 – Mursley (H) W 2-0; 23/7 – Stony Stratford (A) W 5-1; 25/7 – AFC Rushden & Diamonds (H) L 1-3 (James Victory Cup); 27/7 – Old Bradwell (H) W 4-1; 30/7 – AFC Kempston (H) W 4-2.

Potton snap up new faces

After a disappointing season last time out Potton will be hoping for improved fortunes in the months ahead.

Most experienced addition to the Royals squad is ex-Biggleswade Town and midfielder Tom Hobbs, while other newcomers are Comberton goalkeeper Craig Lewis, defenders Carl Ashwell from Ickwell, Mark Ansell-Carter from Shefford & Campton, Bedford Town full back Will Lowerson, Soham midfielder Chris Munday, front man Jamie Lally from Shefford & Campton and youngster Callum Scott who has been at the Watford academy.

The club has continued to carry out improvements to the facilities at The Hollow as they upgrade towards Premier Division requirements.

Pre-season results: 17/7 – Biggleswade Town (H) L 0-4; 20/7 – Wolverton (A) W 4-0; 30/7 – Langford (A) L 0-2; 3/8 – Caldecote (H) L 1-3; 6/8 – Cockfosters (H) L 0-1.
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Corinths recruit nine

After a disappointing season last time out Rothwell Corinthians are hoping for improved fortunes in the new season.

Manager Ben Watts has brought plenty of new players into his squad so far. Former Rothwell Town players, defender Adam Loake and forward Jordan Henson spent last term playing in the East Midlands Counties League with St Andrews, while other Sergeant’s Lawn arrivals are wide man Ryan Goodband and midfielder Oliver Magee from Harborough, defender Kieran Toseland, returning from Desborough and Raunds front runner Matt Redding.

Also checking at Sergeant’s Lawn are forwards Simon Barby (Clipston) and Arron Troop (Bulkington) and former Ise Lodge defender Brett Rosella.

Pre-season results: 25/7 – Histon XI (H) L 1-4; 30/7 – Harborough (H) L 1-3; 1/8 – Weldon (A) L 0-3; 5/8 – Welford (H) D 1-1.

Changes galore for Burton Park

After last season’s struggles Burton Park are raring to go for the new campaign after a large scale influx of new blood at Latimer Park. 

Manager Joe Smyth has recruited Long Buckby trio, goalkeeper Nathan Marsh, midfielder Nathan Wills and the versatile Mike Houghton, along with defender Dan Spaughton who helped Sileby to the Division One crown last term, another promotion winner in AFC Rushden & Diamonds’ midfielder or forward Deven Ellwood and one of the regulars at the top of the Division One scorecharts, Cavell Jarvis from Whitworth.

Also checking in at Latimer Park are defenders Matty Harris from Raunds Lee Gotch from Wellingborough and James Gorman from Irchester while young midfielder Sam Hearn joins from Histon. Adding to the goalkeeping strength is Craig Patterson from Rushden & Higham.

The summer has also seen changes aplenty to the Latimer Park landscape with the installation of floodlights along with other improvements that will enable Kettering Town to take up a ground share opportunity at Burton. There are two new stands at the Latimer Park ground, one from the former Ford Sports site in Daventry.

Pre-season results: 11/7 – Histon XI (H) W 4-2; 19/7 – Heyford (A) D 2-2; 23/7 – Long Buckby (A) W 1-0; 30/7 – Weldon (A) D 3-3; 3/8 – Newport Pagnell (A) D 1-1; 6/8 – AFC Kempston (H) W 1-0.

CHROMASPORT & TROPHIES UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE

NEWSLETTER NO. 278
AUGUST 2013
PAGE 16
Blackstones snap up youngsters

Blackstones have added a number of new faces to their squad as they build for a first season in Division One in 26 years.

A number of the more experienced members of last season’s top flight squad have departed, with new faces largely inexperienced at this level.

Stamford youth team skipper, forward Kieran Arthur and goalkeeper John Swales have been added to the squad by Stones boss Dave Stratton, while full back Matt Sharpe returns from Yaxley.

Other arrivals are central defender Andy Hattersley previously with Hunters Bar in Sheffield, midfielder Jordan Drury who played for Newcastle East End last term and Giuluiano Staffieri who returns to the club after playing for Peterborough Sports in their promotion winning side last season. 

Striker Ashley Fleming steps up from Northampton side Harlequins, midfielder Kris Kefford has seen service with Yaxley and goalkeeper Aaron Fagan was with Maccasports in the Peterborough league last term.

Darren Bills has joined the management team as Dave Stratton’s assistant, he was involved at Bourne for part of last season, while former reserve team boss Gary Peace has been appointed chairman at Lincoln Road. 

Pre-season results: 20/7 – Stamford (H) L 1-4; 25/7 – Yaxley (H) L 0-4; 3/8 – Whittlesey (A) W 3-1; 6/8 – Huntingdon (H) L 1-6.

New faces galore for Irchester

Relegated Irchester have plenty of new faces on board for their return to lower grade football.

Manager Colin Ridgway has added a host of new faces to his management team, naming former Raunds boss Lee Howard as his assistant, also bringing in the former Whitworth co-bosses Matty Freeman and Steve Sargent as coaches and Phil Turner from Raunds as goalkeeping coach. Dan Beaman has a new right hand man with the reserves too, Steve Ware from the Wellingborough under 18 side.

Defender Kris Line, wide man Ryan Lovell and forwards Dave Harris and Matt Judge have all followed new coaches Sargent and Freeman from Whitworth while other newcomers are former Corby under 18 duo Dave Boddington and James Harrison, ex-Burton Park centre back Lewis Moses and Stanwick centre half Floyd Gent and midfielder Chris Norman.

Liam Bright has also returned to the squad after missing last season through injury.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Wellingborough OG (H) W 2-0; 16/7 – Peterborough Northern Star (H) L 0-1; 20/7 – Wisbech St Marys (A) L 0-2; 27/7 – Stewarts & Lloyds (H) D 3-3; 2/8 – Oakley Sports (H) W 4-2.
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Little change for Lutterworth

Division One newcomers Lutterworth Athletic are giving most of their squad from last season’s East Midlands Counties League campaign the opportunity to impress in new surroundings.

New recruits are former Welford goalkeeper Oliver Faulkner, midfielder Jake Garford from local rivals Lutterworth Town, ex-Blackstones midfielder Tim Wainwright and left sided attacker or midfielder Kristian Plumb whose most recent club was St Andrews.

Highlight of Athletic’s pre season programme was a cross border encounter with Caerau (Ely). The visitors, newly promoted to the second tier of Welsh football, ran out 4-2 winners on their visit to Hall Lane.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Atherstone (A) L 1-5; 16/7 – Rugby (A) L 0-8; 27/7 – Caerau Ely (H) L 2-4; 1/8 – AFC Rushden & Diamonds (H) L 1-6; 3/8 – Codicote (A) L 2-3; 6/8 – Barrow Town (A) W 4-1.

Sports open new facilities

Peterborough Sports staged the official opening of their new facilities at Lincoln Road with a match against a Posh Legends side on Sunday 28th July. The ground was revamped ;last season with the club playing elsewhere while improvements took place at Lincoln Road with a view to stepping up to step six. Among the improvements are new dressing rooms and a 150 seater stand. Sports ran out 2-0 winners against the Legends.

On the field Sports have added a sprinkling of new faces to their promotion winning squad. Defender Josh Crick and front man Dan Drane have both joined from Huntingdon while other new faces are Yaxley defender Jack Bloodworth, Peterborough Northern Star wide man Dan Clements, midfielder Matt Cox and Crowland striker Luke Elsom.

Pre-season results: 13/7 – Netherton (A) L 1-2; 20/7 – Boston Town (A) L 0-1; 23/7 – Stilton (H) L 1-2; 28/7 – Posh Legends (H) W 2-0; 31/7 – Moulton Harrox (H) W 3-0; 3/8 – Boston Town (H) W 2-1.; 6/8 – Whittlesey Blue Star (H) W 4-0. 
Early silverware for Saints

St Neots Saints have wasted little time in picking up their first trophy in adult football, beating hosts AFC Kempston to become the first winners of the Doug Jack Memorial Cup. Two goals apiece from Ryan Sharman and Tom Wood and singles from Shaun Bartlett and Dalton Harris gave them a 6-2 success at Hillgrounds in what was only their fourth match at senior level.

Steve Kuhne will manage the Saints in their debut campaign. He managed both St Neots Town and Wootton in the Premier Division and in a return to Town, assisted Iain Parr last season. Supporting him in the management team are Gary Chance and Grant Ager, the latter a former St Neots Town reserve manager and briefly joint caretaker manager of the senior side.

Many of the Saints signings have previous involvement with St Neots Town in their under 18 and under 21 teams, these include defenders Jamie Massey and Tom Mitchell, midfielders Connor Belgrove, Reece Louden, Aiden McLean and Jake Leonce and front runners Karl Safee, Ryan Sharman, Kaine Felix and Dion Sembie-Ferris. Other recruits are AFC Rushden & Diamonds goalkeeper Alex Vitue, former Luton midfielder Michael Levy, defenders Harry Atherton from Oakley Sports and Sam Spencer from Huntingdon, forward Andrew Palmer from Linton Granta and a couple of youngsters from professional clubs Tom Wood from Peterborough United and Jack Sellick from Oxford United.

Pre-season results: 11/7 – Whittlesey (H) W 5-2; 18/7 – Cogenhoe Reserves (H) W 2-0; 25/7 – Wilstead (H) W 6-1; 1/8 – AFC Kempston (A) W 6-2 (Doug Jack Memorial Cup)
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Woodford opt for further drop

In a shock eve of season move Woodford, last season’s Southern League Central Division bottom markers, requested that they be placed in Division One for the 2013-14 season. The league has agreed to the club’s request which enables them to preserve their membership of the league.

After losing every game last season the Reds were hoping for a change of fortune in new surroundings, but there was a pre season blow when Mark O’Callaghan, recently handed the reins for a second spell in charge, was forced to step down from the post through ill health.

Chairman Andy Worrall will now take charge until a permanent replacement can be found.

New additions to the Woodford squad are defender Ryan Lloyd from Southam, midfielders Tom O’Callaghan and Adam Spalding from Racing Warwick and Peter Powell from Wellesbourne and front runners Ben Purser from Racing Warwick and Leon Edwards from Middleton Cheney.

After their 100% losing run in last season’s Southern League Central Division Woodford had a red letter day on 30th July as they beat Wolverton 4-1 to break a losing run which had continued with defeats in their opening two friendlies. The club’s last victory had been on 7 April 2012 when they beat Chertsey 2-1.

After withdrawing their reserve side from the league at the end of last season, Woodford will have ground sharers at Byfield Road this term in the form of Harton United who will be playing in the Hellenic League Division Two East.

Pre-season results: 20/7 – Easington (A) L 2-6; 25/7 – Bugbrooke (A) L 1-2; 30/7 – Wolverton (H) W 4-1; 3/8 – Thrapston (H) L 1-4.
Six participate in Sir Bobby Robson day

The Football Association have designated Saturday 10th August as the Sir Bobby Robson National Football Day, and have given 150 clubs and organisations the opportunity to showcase their youth set ups.

Five Premier Division clubs are participating in the event. They are Boston Town who are at home to Cogenhoe, Deeping for their game with AFC Rushden & Diamonds, Desborough who entertain Huntingdon, Peterborough Northern Star with their match against Newport Pagnell and Yaxley who host Stewarts & Lloyds. Bugbrooke will also participate with their reserve game against Raunds at Birds Close.. 

Transfer trail

Before the season kicks off a number of players have already opted for pastures new! The season’s first batch of movers comprises the following: 

1. Robbie Pearce
Peterborough Northern Star to Bourne Town

2. Wayne Morris
Peterborough Northern Star to Yaxley

3. Rob Foster
Northampton Sileby Rangers to Cogenhoe United

4. Jamie Podkowka
Burton Park Wanderers to Bugbrooke St Michaels

5. Liam O’Neill
Long Buckby to Northampton Sileby Rangers

6. Fernand Bass
Bourne Town to Raunds Town

7. Lea Jordan
Wisbech Town to Eynesbury Rovers

8. Jamie Jollands
Long Buckby to Bugbrooke St Michaels

9. Damon Black
Long Buckby to Bugbrooke St Michaels

CHROMASPORT & TROPHIES UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE

NEWSLETTER NO. 278
AUGUST 2013
PAGE 19

Cups round-up

League Knockout Cup

Preliminary Round

Bourne v Yaxley (24/9); AFC Kempston v Blackstones (24/9); Harrowby v Deeping (24/9); Wisbech v ON Chenecks; Sileby v Sleaford; Newport Pagnell v Desborough (24/9); Holbeach v Peterborough Northern Star(25/9); Harborough v Raunds (24/9); Spalding v Olney; Burton PW v Thrapston (24/9).
First Round

Oadby v St Neots Saints (24/9); AFC Rushden & Diamonds v Huntingdon (24/9); Boston Town v Burton PW/Thrapston; Harborough/Raunds v Northampton Spencer; Whitworth bye; AFC Kempston/Blackstones v Long Buckby; Woodford v Newport Pagnell/Desborough; Spalding/Olney v Holbeach/Peterborough Northern Star; Wisbech/ON Chenecks v Eynesbury; Irchester v Rushden & Higham (24/9); Stewarts & Lloyds v Cogenhoe (24/9); Buckingham v Wellingborough (25/9); Lutterworth Athletic v Bourne/Yaxley; Harrowby/Deeping v Peterborough Sports; Rothwell Corinthians v Bugbrooke (24/9); Potton v Sileby/Sleaford.

Reserve Knockout Cup

First Round

Harborough v ON Chenecks (11/9); Bourne v Eynesbury (17/9); Olney v Long Buckby (11/9); Bugbrooke v Oadby (11/9).

Second Round

Huntingdon v Rothwell Corinthians (11/9); Rushden & Higham v Whitworth (17/9); Irchester v Desborough (18/9); Northampton Spencer v Cogenhoe (11/9); Raunds v Bourne/Eynesbury; Bugbrooke/Oadby v Olney/Long Buckby; Thrapston v Peterborough Northern Star (11/9); Stewarts & Lloyds v Harborough/ON Chenecks.

FA Cup

Extra Preliminary Round (17/8)

HARBOROUGH v Teversal; STEWARTS & LLOYDS v Arnold; DESBOROUGH v OADBY; Gorleston v DEEPING; BOSTON TOWN v Great Yarmouth; Godmanchester v BLACKSTONES; HOLBEACH v Norwich United; Ely v SLEAFORD; YAXLEY v PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR (16/8); HUNTINGDON v Fakenham; SPALDING v EYNESBURY; Swaffham v WISBECH; AFC KEMPSTON v Wembley; WELLINGBOROUGH v Greenhouse London; Kings Langley v LONG BUCKBY; NEWPORT PAGNELL v Hatfield; COGENHOE v Tring; IRCHESTER v Biggleswade United (18/8); Harefield v WOODFORD; NORTHAMPTON SPENCER v BUGBROOKE; Haringey v RUSHDEN & HIGHAM; London Colney v AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS.

Preliminary Round (31/8)

DESBOROUGH/OADBY v Loughborough University; STEWARTS & LLOYDS/Arnold v Brigg; Mickleover v HARBOROUGH/Teversal; Ely/SLEAFORD v Godmanchester/BLACKSTONES; Swaffham/WISBECH v HUNTINGDON/Fakenham; SPALDING/EYNESBURY v HOLBEACH/Norwich United; Gorleston/DEEPING v Thetford/Diss; YAXLEY/PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR v Wroxham; BOSTON TOWN/Great Yarmouth v Dereham; Kings Langley/LONG BUCKBY v NEWPORT PAGNELL/Hatfield; Ware v AFC KEMPSTON/Wembley; Haringey/RUSHDEN & HIGHAM v AFC Hayes; Potters Bar v WELLINGBOROUGH/Greenhouse London; North Greenford v COGENHOE/Tring; Royston v NORTHAMPTON SPENCER/BUGBROOKE; Berkhamsted/AFC Dunstable v Harefield/WOODFORD; Northwood v London Colney/AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS; Leighton v IRCHESTER/Biggleswade United.
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Cups round-up- continued

FA Vase

First Qualifying Round (7/9)

STEWARTS & LLOYDS v Bardon Hill; Ibstock v ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS; HARBOROUGH v Holbrook Sports; Radford v DESBOROUGH; St Andrews v LUTTERWORTH ATHLETIC; YAXLEY v PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR (6/9); Cambridge Regional College v HARROWBY; BOSTON TOWN v Downham; Cockfosters v COGENHOE; Harefield v WELLINGBOROUGH; Wembley v POTTON; Holmer Green v AFC KEMPSTON; Greenhouse London  v LONG BUCKBY; AFC Biggleswade v SILEBY; AFC Dunstable v AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS; RUSHDEN & HIGHAM v NORTHAMPTON SPENCER; Langford v NEWPORT PAGNELL.

Second Qualifying Round (21/9)

Radford/DESBOROUGH v Teversal; STEWARTS & LLOYDS/Bardon Hill v THRAPSTON; Sutton Town/Dunkirk v OADBY; Long Eaton v Ibstock/ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS; St Andrews/LUTTERWORTH ATHLETIC v Clipstone/Belper United; Barrow Town v HARBOROUGH/Holbrook Sports; BLACKSTONES v BOSTON TOWN/Downham; DEEPING v Swaffham; YAXLEY/PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR v Cambridge Regional College/HARROWBY; EYNESBURY v Fakenham; SLEAFORD v Thetford; Cockfosters/COGENHOE v Buckingham Athletic; Wembley/POTTON v Hatfield; AFC Dunstable/AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS v Hoddesdon; Crawley Green/London APSA v WHITWORTH; Berkhamsted/Hertford v BUCKINGHAM; Welwyn Garden City v IRCHESTER; London Colney/Codicote  v AFC Biggleswade/SILEBY; Hadley/Biggleswade United v Holmer Green/AFC KEMPSTON; Tring/Eton Manor v Greenhouse London/LONG BUCKBY; Hillingdon/Bedford v Langford/NEWPORT PAGNELL; RUSHDEN & HIGHAM/NORTHAMPTON SPENCER v Barking; London Tigers/Baldock v BUGBROOKE; Southall/Haringey v Harefield/WELLINGBOROUGH. 
Exempt to First Round: HOLBEACH, HUNTINGDON, WOODFORD.

Exempt to Second Round: SPALDING, WISBECH

Bedfordshire Senior Cup

Quarter final (w/c 27/1)

AFC KEMPSTON v Dunstable/Ampthill.

Bedfordshire Senior Trophy

First Round (5/10)

POTTON v Renhold.

Second Round (9/11)

POTTON/Renhold v Pavenham

Cambridgeshire Invitation Cup

First Round (15/10)

WISBECH v Cambridge University Press.

Lincolnshire Senior Trophy

First Round

HOLBEACH v BLACKSTONES; SPALDING v BOSTON TOWN; SLEAFORD v BOURNE; DEEPING v HARROWBY.
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Cups round-up – continued

Hinchingbrooke Cup

First Round (by 30/11)
EYNESBURY v BURTON PW; AFC KEMPSTON v YAXLEY; ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS v PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR; HUNTINGDON v DEEPING; PETERBOROUGH SPORTS v BOURNE; ST NEOTS SAINTS v Saffron Walden; POTTON v Stotfold.

Quarter finals (by 31/1)

POTTON/Stotfold v ROTHWELL CORINTHIANS/PETERBOROUGH NORTHERN STAR; PETERBOROUGH SPORTS/BOURNE v AFC KEMPSTON/YAXLEY; Wisbech St Mary withdrew HUNTINGDON/DEEPING walkover; EYNESBURY/BURTON PW v ST NEOTS SAINTS/Saffron Walden.

North Beds Charity Cup

Quarter finals

Barton Rovers v AFC KEMPSTON; Arlesey Reserves v POTTON.

Chris Ruff Memorial Cup

RUSHDEN & HIGHAM 1 AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS 0.

Marshall Cup

NEWPORT PAGNELL 0 MK Dons 4.

Supporters Direct Shield

1874 Northwich 3 AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS  0.

James Victory Cup

BUCKINGHAM 1 AFC RUSHDEN & DIAMONDS 3.

Bob Cumming Memorial Cup

STEWARTS & LLOYDS 2 Corby Town 5.

Doug Jack Memorial Cup

AFC KEMPSTON 2 ST NEOTS SAINTS 6.
BKD Cup

March 2 WISBECH 6.

Gerald Starling Memorial Cup

HOLBEACH 4 Boston United XI 2

Player of the Year winners

Further winners from last season’s club presentation evenings are as follows:-

Stewarts & Lloyds Corby – David Allan (Players’ and Manager’s)

Northampton ON Chenecks – Jez Hindle (Club)

Rothwell Corinthians – Brad Wilson (Club).
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